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December 2011 

FROM THE TEACHERS 
We hope your Thanksgiving 
Break was relaxing and 
delicious!  We teachers began 
the week working together in 
the classroom, planning for the 
upcoming year and taking care 
of many of the classroom 
details that keep our classroom 
organized 
and 
functioning.  
Part of our 
day included 
a trip to A 
Children’s 
Place book 
store.  We 
compiled a 
“wish list” 
of books we would love to 
have for school.  If any family 
wishes to purchase a book for 
our school, just ask for the list 
and choose one that suits you.  
We have acquired many 
wonderful books this way. 

At the beginning of April our 
school will be attending a play 
at the Northwest Children’s 
Theater.  This year it will be 
based on the book What Do 
People Do All Day? by Richard 
Scary.  This is a new 

production for NWCT.  Their 
plays are always thoroughly 
entertaining for children and 
adults!  If your child does not 
already own this book, we 
encourage you to purchase a 
copy when you are shopping at 
A Children’s Place on 

December.  We 
will read it at 
school several 
times during the 
next few 
months.  We 
have some 
special 
activities 
planned for the 
weeks prior to 
and following 

the play.  RED CLASS, please 
note that this event is 
scheduled for a Wednesday.  
Children and their parents in 
both classes will meet at the 
theater before the performance.   

November was a short month at 
school, but we managed to 
learn about fall, apples, bulbs, 
leaves and have fun at the same 
time.  Our field trips to 
Whole Foods were a great 
success and we thank all of you  

CALENDAR 
 

December    
Wed., Dec 7 

Blue class Pajama Day 
Thurs., Dec 8 

Red class Pajama Day 
Thurs., Dec 15 

Red's last day before 
Winter Break 

Fri, Dec 16 
Blue's last day before 
Winter Break 

Dec 17, 2011 - Jan 2, 2012 
Winter Break 
 
 

January   
Tues., Jan 3 

Class resumes for Red 
class 

Wed., Jan 4 
Class resumes for Blue 
class 

Mon., Jan 16 
MLK Day – no school for 
Blue class 

Tues., Jan 17 6:30-8 PM 
Red class Night School 

Wed., Jan 18 6:30-8 PM 
Blue class Night School 

 
 

 

Snowflakes  
are one of nature's  
most fragile things, 

but just look what they 
do when they  
stick together.  

Verna M. Kelly 
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FROM THE TEACHERS 
(continued from P.1)  

who joined us.  The field trip 
committees kept us organized.  
Whole Foods gave us a 
delightful apple tasting in their 
produce department and 
donated our special apples.  We 
appreciate their community 
spirit. 

As Christmas and Hanukkah 
get closer, the children become 
more excited and the adults get 
busier.  We plan to maintain a 
calm and stress-free 
environment at school to 
counteract the excitement and 
activity level.  We will offer 
the usual array of soothing 
sensory activities at the touch 
table, playdough table, and in 
the art areas.  We will continue 
with the comfort of our daily 
routine.   

We are planning one exciting 
and cozy event for December.   
PAJAMA DAY IS December 
7 for the Blues and December 
8 for the Reds.  Notes for this 
special event will be 
immediately forthcoming.  
Briefly, we all wear our 
pajamas to school and have a 
silly, delightful and cozy day 
together. 

While we have planned no 
specific activities relating to 
Hanukkah or Christmas, we do 
have a holiday gift-giving 
tradition at HSP.  The children 
will make a special gift for 
Mom and Dad.  Every child is 
always so excited to have the 

gift be a surprise.  For most of 
the children, this is their first 
(or second for the Blues) 
experience in making and 
giving a holiday gift on their 
own.  Each child will begin to 
feel the joy that comes from 
giving a gift to others.  As we 
make and wrap our gifts, we 
talk about not letting anyone 
peek nor open the gift until the 
appointed day.  The children 
are always thrilled to bring 
home their wrapped gifts.  We 
know you will share in their 
joy and excitement.  We love 
being part of the creative 
process with each child. 

We are so appreciative of the 
families who attended our 
literacy presentation.  Thanks 
for coming and listening so 
carefully.  Your understanding 
of the philosophy behind our 
curriculum enhances the 
learning experience of every 
child in the classroom.  We 
strive to make their time in 
school joyful, stimulating and 
enriching.  Your interactions 
with the children have a great 
influence on them.  We 
acknowledge and respect the 
care you put into your work as 
you help at school.  We also 
want to reaffirm what an 
extraordinary job each family 
is doing in parenting your 
preschooler and preparing 
him/her for the school years 
ahead.  Thanks again to the 
social committee for the treats 
and drinks.  We always 
appreciate feedback from 

parents.  Let us know what was 
helpful and what else you 
might like to know more about.    

An upcoming event to put on 
your calendar is another HSP 
tradition, Night School, which 
is scheduled for the evenings 
of January 17 (Reds) and 18 
(Blues).  In a nutshell, every 
preschool child gets to invite 
one sibling or special friend to 
come back to school for more 
play from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  
The guest must be at least 3 
years old.  Siblings who will be 
in the Red class next year may 
come even if they are not yet 3.  
Details will come home later.  
Volunteers help out in the 
classroom.  This is in addition 
to regular parent helping duties.  
There will be a sign-up sheet 
on the bulletin board when we 
return in January.   

December always flies by, so 
we send our fondest wishes 
now for a peaceful and joyous 
holiday season.  Surround 
yourself with the people you 
love.  Cherish the time you 
have together with your 
children before we begin a 
New Year in 2012.   We plan to 
do the same!  We send our 
blessings and our love. 

 

Carol and Sandy 
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COMMENTS FROM 
CAROL 
PRESCHOOL LITERACY 

A cooperative preschool offers 
many advantages to children, 
teachers and parents.  When we 
work together in the classroom, 
everyone benefits.  Literacy 
Night was a special chance for 
the teachers to share some of 
our philosophy and goals in 
creating meaningful 
experiences for children.   
Time always prevents us from 
sharing all that we would like 
to during our short evening 
together.   We appreciate your 
attendance and your feedback.  
Let us know, at any time, if you 
have questions. 
It is obvious that you are 
already providing wonderful, 
enriching experiences for your 
children at home.   I hope this 
list will help you understand 
how you can and are 
supporting children and literacy 
in our classroom when you are 
a helper.   

Parents’ role in the 
classroom: 

·  Taking dictation 
·  Reading stories 
·  Posing open-ended, 

authentic questions 
·  Facilitating conflict 

resolution (ask for help as 
needed) 

·  Providing encouragement, 
acknowledgement and 
affirmation  (“You’re really 
working hard with those 
scissors”) 

·  Waiting for children to ask 
for help, even when you see 
they need it (unless safety 
is an issue) 

·  Giving support, but not 
solving problems, allowing 
children to collaborate,  
discuss and make decisions 

·  Modeling on a 
developmental level 

·  Encouraging children to 
help each other, 
demonstrate for each other 

·  Encouraging conversations, 
often by staying out of 
children’s conversations 

 

·  Reflecting back to children 
(not praise) “I see that you 
are trying to balance those 
blocks.”) 

·  Providing comfort and 
reassurance 

·  Maintaining safety and 
setting limits 

·  Providing redirection 
·  Telling children what you 

want them to do, not what 
you don’t want them to do 
(“Please walk” instead of 
“don’t run”) 

·  Guiding children to written 
instructions posted in the 
room, reading the 
instructions aloud to them 

·  Supporting children’s 
efforts to find and cross off 
their own names on class 
lists 

·  Maintaining a professional 

attitude 
·  Learning about children’s 

thoughts and learning 
process by observing 

·  Reporting your 
observations and concerns 
to teachers 

·  Observing and waiting 
before entering children’s 
play 

·  Following children’s lead if 
you enter their play 

·  Mostly, not entering or 
interrupting their play 

·  Giving sign-in support as 
needed 

·  Getting names on all work, 
giving the child first option 
to write ( asking where on 
the paper to write) 

·  Guiding and modeling 
conversations at snack, as 
necessary 

·  Supporting children’s 
observations with interest 
and respect 

·  Separating from other 
adults at outside time to 
maintain safety 

·  Asking for help when you 
need it. 

Our conversations and 
interactions with children have 
a powerful impact on them.  If 
some of these suggestions 
sound too much like “teacher 
talk”, please ask us to explain.  
Sandy and I model these 
principles in the classroom and 
we hope that is helpful.   Each 
day we learn from the children.   
We also learn from you by 
observing as you relate to your 
own child and his/her 
classmates.  Every person 
brings something unique and 
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COMMENTS FROM CAROL 
(continued from P.3)  

special into our classroom.   

We love working with you!   
We love the teamwork and the 
camaraderie …and the children 
love you, too!   

Carol 

 
THANK YOUS 

 

Thanks to the Harder family  
for donating a toy gas pump for 
our outside play.  Lots of fun 
social interaction between our 
"young gas attendants" and our 
trike "drivers." 

Thank you to Branka Kelsey 
for taking on an extra parent 
helper shift to assist us with 
making our apple crisps. 

Thank you to Whole Foods for 
the wonderful apple taste-
testing and for donating three 
dozen apples to HSP. 

Thank you to HSP families for 
providing the financial support 
which allowed us to attend a 
wonderful two-day Positive 
Discipline training this past 
month.  From, Sandy and Carol    

Thanks to all the older siblings 
who helped in the classroom on 
their no-school days. 

COMMENTS FROM 
SANDY 
In this gift-giving season, many 
of you may be making toy 
purchases.  TRUCE (Teachers 
Resisting Unhealthy Children’s 
Entertainment) is a national 
group of educators concerned 
about the impact of children’s 
entertainment and toys on the 
play and behavior of children 
in our classrooms.  Each year, 
they produce an Action Guide 
entitled “Toys, Play, and 
Young Children.”  The intent 
of the guide is to help adults 
promote children’s creative and 
constructive play by making 
informed choices about 
toys.  Here are a few thoughts 
from this year’s guide: 

 Toys have enhanced play 
value when they . . . 

·  Can be used in many 
ways. 

·  Allow children to be in 
charge of the play. 

·  Appeal to children at more 
than one age or level of 
development. 

·  Are not linked to video 
games, TV, or movies. 

·  Can be used with other 
toys for new and more 
complex play. 

·  Will stand the test of time 
and continue to be part of 
play as children develop 
new interests and skills. 

·  Promote respectful, non-
stereotyped, nonviolent 
interactions among 
children. 

·  Help children develop 
skills important for further 
learning and a sense of 
mastery. 

·  Can be used by children to 
play alone as well as with 
others. 

·  Can be enjoyed by both 
girls and boys 

  Toys have limited play value 
when they . . . 

·  Can only be used in one 
way encouraging all 
children to play the same 
way. 

·  Look exciting but quickly 
become boring because 
they only require children 
to push a button and watch 
what happens. 

·  Do the play “for” children, 
instead of encouraging 
exploration and mastery. 

·  Lead children to spend 
more time with TV or 
other media, and letting 
the screen take control of 
their play. 

·  Promote violence and 
sexualized behavior, 
which can lead to 
aggressive and 
disrespectful play. 

·  Lure children into 
watching the TV program 
or other media linked to 
the toy. 

Separate girls and boys with 
highly gender-divided toys. 

Introduce academic concepts at 
too early an age, leaving less 
time for creative play that best 
prepares children for academic 
learning. 
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COMMENTS FROM 
SANDY 
(continued from P.4) 

For the complete 2011-2012 
“Toys, Play, and Young 
Children” Action Guide, go to 
www.truceteachers.org and 
click on “Guides.”  There are 
suggestions for promoting 
healthy play.  There is also 
research-based information on 
the detrimental influences of 
media and marketing on 
children.  My favorite section 
in the guide is a piece on 
alternative gift ideas called 
“Shoe Box Gifts.”  These are 
collections of small, familiar, 
inexpensive items that are 
organized around a play theme, 
such as “Nature Explorer,” 
“Bath Tub Play,” or “Collage 
Kit.”  

May this gift-giving season 
provide you with an 
opportunity to promote 
cooperative, creative, and 
constructive play.   

Enjoy!  Sandy 

 

NEWS FROM THE 
REDS 
November seemed to be over in a 
flash, but our time together was 
meaningful.  The children are 
making great strides in their social 
and emotional development.  
They are growing in independence 
and in their willingness to try new 
activities and solve problems.  
We’re having lots of fun together! 

 

I would like to follow up on our 
recent literacy presentation by 
describing our “apple” 
experiences, all of which involved 
literacy and often science, art, 
and/or math. 
·  At circle time, I introduced a 

book to the class, asking what 
they thought the book might 
be about.  “Apples!” they 
shouted.  The children had 
observed the picture of apples 
on the cover.  They used 
visual clues to “read” the 
title.  Additionally, I asked 
what they thought we might 
learn about apples by reading 
the book.  There were several 
suggestions.  They listened 
with interest and intention 
as we read the book. 

·  During our apple tasting at 
school, each child wrote 
his/her name and attached it to 
our chart documenting a 
preference for Gala or Granny 
Smith apples.  We read the 
chart at circle time.  We used 
the word prefer to build 
vocabulary in a meaningful 
context.   

·  Each child received a paper 
with the Whole Foods logo as 
we headed out on our field 
trip.  They were searching for 
environmental print .  
Everyone read the Whole 
Foods sign above the 
entrance! 

·  Parents wrote the name of the 
apples on the children’s bags 
after they selected an apple at 
the store, modeling writing 
for meaning 

·  Notes were sent home listing 
the apple names, which I hope 

families read with their 
children, again reading for 
meaning. 

·  On applesauce day we read 
the recipe to learn how to 
make applesauce.  I 
demonstrated left to right 
progression as we read, 
modeling one of the 
conventions of reading.  More 
reading for meaning, too. 

·  We used lots of new 
vocabulary discussing our 
apple peeler.  We used words 
like peel, core , crank, prong, 
and lever.   

·  Each child had to find his/her 
apple bag before having a turn 
to use the apple peeler.  Name 
recognition. 

·  We discussed the sequence of 
events as we read a story 
about making applesauce 

·  We combined rhyming and 
movement as we learned the 
poem, Two Little Apples 

·  At story time, we read another 
book Don’t Wake Up Mama 
about some little monkeys 
who were reading a recipe to 
learn how to cook.  We used 
literature  to connect to the 
children’s own experiences. 

·  The children created 
observational paintings as 
symbolic representation, a 
way of documenting what 
they saw and heightening 
their observational skills.  
Dictation was added to the 
drawings, modeling the 
process of writing and 
reinforcing writing as a 
means of communicating our 
ideas. 
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NEWS FROM THE REDS 
(continued from P.5) 

·  Of course our word was 
apple! 

All of these activities were 
incorporated into our normal 
activities at school.  The children 
were highly interested in all of the 
apple activities, so these 
experiences were meaningful to 
them.  The special activities did 
not interrupt the normal play of 
the day; they were integrated into 
it.  Every child experienced a 
variety of hands-on activities 
which reinforced their 
understanding of new words and 
the process of creating something 
start to finish.  Throughout these 
activities there were many 
opportunities for conversations 
and reflections on their 
experiences. 

It is in the natural flow of life and 
with thoughtful interactions with 
caring adults, as well as their 
peers, that children expand their 
view and knowledge of the world.  
It is not necessary for us to 
“teach” children directly; by being 
sensitive to their interests, their 
experiences and their perceptions 
and questions, we support their 
natural curiosity and eagerness to 
explore and discover.  We are 
guiding them along the path to 
becoming readers and life-long 
learners. 

In addition to the literacy 
component of our activities, I 
think you can see that science and 
math were also a part of the 
learning.  Learning continues on 
so many levels for children.  I 
hope you have an expanded view 
of your child’s experience at 

school and our role in facilitating 
their education.  And I hope you 
realize what a great job you are 
doing with your children at home 
and at school! 

I believe all the other activities of 
the month were just as valuable 
and meaningful to the children.  
We had great fun with The Little 
Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly 
and The Eentsy Weentsy Spider 
(and friends).   We planted an 
amaryllis bulb and are continuing 
to measure and document its 
growth.   

 

We had one wild and crazy day 
with many older siblings and HSP 
alums joining us for a morning 
when PPS had no school.  The 
children had a great time and the 
adults were feeling a little 
overwhelmed by the sheer volume 
of bodies and level of activity.  
We had clean-up early and went 
outside early.  It was a beautiful 
day just made for running and 
playing in our courtyard.  Having 
parents gather their children from 
outside and come in for a quick 
goodbye was the perfect ending 
for the day.  A huge thank you 
goes to my parent helpers for their 
help and great suggestions!!! 

I wish you a Joyous Holiday 
Season with lots of time for 

loving, laughing and treasuring 
your family’s special traditions.  I 
am looking forward to festive and 
quiet times with my family.  My 
parents will be coming from 
Arizona and my daughters will be 
with us as much as they can!  Jenn 
is stronger every day following 
her successful heart surgery.  This 
is a momentous holiday for us.   
Most of our love and attention 
will be focused on our beautiful 
baby Royal and his first 
Christmas.   I know Santa will be 
coming down Grandma’s chimney 
with lots of fun and surprises.     
After Christmas, Fred and I will 
go back to Arizona with my 
parents for a week of relaxation 
and some sunshine.  I’ll come 
home ready for 2012 and more 
happy adventures at preschool.   

Finally, I want to express again 
my deepest gratitude to our 
Hancock families for the 
continuing kindness, loving 
messages, and support that 
have come to me and my 
family during Jenn’s recovery 
from her surgery.  A favorite 
quote that I am again 
considering is “Life is filled at 
times with pain and grief. The 
question is ‘can we make 
ourselves large enough to 
contain it?’.”    Your love, 
prayers and countless 
thoughtful gestures have 
sustained me and brought me 
the strength I needed.  Thanks 
you so much. 

Carol 
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NEWS FROM THE 
BLUES  
Well, November has flown by!  
Your children are growing in 
so many ways.   Old 
friendships are continuing to 
blossom and new bonds are 
being created.  The comfort 
level in the classroom has 
increased which is leading to 
much greater risk-taking.  The 
children are developing a 
stronger awareness of their 
abilities as capable and 
competent learners.  Not to 
mention, we’re spending a lot 
of time laughing and enjoying 
our time together!        

Over the past few months, we 
discovered several seasonal 
wonders in the natural world 
around us.  We explored bulbs, 
leaves and apples.  In October, 
each child planted a daffodil 
bulb in our garden space at the 
corner of the courtyard.  They 
“read” the planting 
instructions, used unifix cubes 
to measure the depth of their 
hole, and studied the bulb to 
determine top and bottom.  
Lots of cooperative interactions 
and conversations as we were 
planting.  Now comes the fun 
part – waiting, watching, and 
predicting what happens next.  
We will use words and 
drawings to record our 
observations about every 8 
weeks.  In November, we 
planted an indoor amaryllis 
bulb.  We are using a 
classroom chart to record the 

growth in numbers and 
pictures.  And of course, the 
children are hoping that our 
amaryllis will grow and bloom 
before the one planted by the 
Red class � .   

Thanks for joining us for our 
leaf walk this month.  On this 
leaf “scavenger hunt,” each 
child had three pictures (a 
gingko leaf, an oak leaf, a 
maple leaf) and matched real 
leaves to the pictures and 
names.  We also searched for 
large leaves, small leaves, and 
beautiful leaves.   

  

Later, we used “research” 
books to help us find the names 
of some leaves with interesting 
shapes.   In the classroom, we 
studied leaves at the light table, 
painted real leaves, made leaf 
prints, and created leaf 
collages. We sang songs about 
autumn, danced like falling 
leaves, and jumped in pretend 
leaf piles.  Finally, we had 
some interesting discussions, 
posing theories to the question 
“Why do leaves fall off the 
trees?”   

During November, the room 
was filled with games, song, 
poems, and books about apples.  
Ask your child to teach you 
“Criss Cross Apple Sauce.”  
We did this fun chant several 

days, each time with a different 
partner chosen in a random 
way.  We started and finished 
the activity by letting our 
partner know that we were glad 
to be partners.  It was really 
exciting to see the kids become 
more comfortable with mixing 
up their social interactions.  We 
created some classroom charts: 
“Which Apple Do You 
Prefer?” (from our taste-testing 
activity) and “What Color is 
the Apple You Selected?” and 
“What is the Type of Apple 
You Selected?” (using the 
apples chosen at Whole Foods).  
Besides being great literacy 
and math experiences, these 
charting projects gave us an 
opportunity to continue some 
meaningful discussions -- that 
opinions are not “right or 
wrong answers” and that you 
can still be friends with 
someone even if your choice is 
different than your friend’s 
choice.  We also made apple 
prints and explored the 
different parts of an apple.  
And after thoughtful 
observation of texture, shape, 
size, color, etc., the children 
created beautiful observational 
paintings of a Red Delicious or 
Granny Smith apple.  They 
began by using fine-line “artist 
pens” to draw the shape.  Then, 
they used colored pencils and 
watercolor paints to emphasize 
the color.  I loved watching 
their focus as they completed 
the observational paintings 
using two very different steps.     
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NEWS FROM THE BLUES 
(continued from P.7) 

We had a fun field trip to 
Whole Foods, where each child 
selected his/her own apple.  
The kids did a great job of 
reading “Whole Foods” 
(there’s that environmental 
print!) throughout the store.  
Parents and grandparents 
helped the kids focus on the 
real names of the apples 
(there’s that vocabulary 
building in a meaningful 
context!), rather than just 
calling them red apples or 
green apples.  We found 
numerals all over the store, and 
it was especially fun to add 
apples one at a time on the 
Whole Foods scale and finally 
top out with over 9 lbs. of 
apples.  Thanks to everyone 
who joined us on this trip.  The 
next school day, we made 
delicious apple crisps.   Each 
child “read” the recipe, peeled 
his/her apple using a hand-
cranked apple peeler, chopped 
the apple into small pieces, 
mixed in cinnamon and sugar, 
and added a crisp topping.   
Thanks to the busy parent 
helpers on that day who kept 
the whole yummy project 
running so smoothly.  

We read several different 
versions of The Little Red Hen 
as we talked about cooperative 
cooking projects.  It was fun to 
find the similarities and 
differences of the various 
adaptations of the story.  The 

kids helped to tell the story by 
“reading” the words “Not I” 
each time the animals were 
asked who would help.  The 
class enjoyed making 
predictions about the ending of 
each story and whether the 
little red hen would share her 
bread with the other animals.  
They also discussed what they 
would do if they were the little 
red hen and how the story 
could change.  And this is a 
class that loves to sing!  Some 
of our favorite songs at Circle 
Time this month have been Itsy 
Bitsy Spider, The Little Old 
Lady Who Swallowed a Fly, 
and Spider on the Floor.  Ask 
your child to teach them to you. 

  

During November, we started 
something new in the Blue 
class – yoga.  Yoga is great for 
kids in terms of physical 
development (i.e., improving 
balance, strength and 
flexibility) and brain 
development (i.e., practicing 
movements where you cross 
your midline; increasing 
attention span).  But it’s 
particularly powerful in terms 
of emotional development (i.e., 

gaining greater inward focus; 
finding strategies for relieving 
stress).  We began our yoga 
practice with several breathing 
exercises.  We’ve also been 
working with the following 
poses this month: mountain, 
volcano, flamingo and tree.   
Ask your child to teach you 
about our yoga breathing ball, 
to show you a few poses, and 
to tell you about the word, 
“namaste.” 

I’m looking forward to 
December, where preschool 
will be an “oasis of normalcy” 
for the children during this 
busy, stimulating time of the 
year.  We will provide many 
calming, comforting activities 
and stick closely to preschool 
routines.  We will be talking 
about the people we love as we 
create special gifts for our 
families.  We’ll be doing an 
author study of Robert Munsch, 
a hilarious author who really 
understands kids and what 
makes them laugh.  On 
December 7, we will have a 
cozy day of wearing our 
pajamas to school.  More 
details to follow about Pajama 
Day. 

We concluded the month by 
talking about being thankful.  I 
am so thankful for this 
opportunity to spend time with 
such bright, eager children.  I 
am so enjoying all of their 
wonderful, unique 
personalities.    
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NEWS FROM THE BLUES 
(continued from P.8) 

And I’m so thankful for you, 
their supportive families.  I 
know we’ve asked a lot of you 
this month – a neighborhood 
walk, a field trip, a parent 
education night, committee 
work, parent helping and more!  
I cannot begin to say thank you 
enough for your enthusiastic 
partnership in all that we do.     

Wishing you a wonderful 
holiday season.  May all of us 
create the space between the 
hustle and bustle to find the 
best gift of all -- time with 
those you love.     

Sandy 

 

FROM THE 
CHILDREN 

As we were leaving circle and 
going to snack ,  child hands 
something very small to Mrs. 
Hazzard (who thought it was 
some little item found on the 
rug), 

Girl:  "Here, Mrs. Hazzard, 
take this for me." 

Mrs. Hazzard takes small item. 

Girl:  "I'm not going to eat it.  
It's my boogie." 

And the parent helpers 
probably wondered why Mrs. 
Hazzard went back to the sink 
and washed her hands before 
snack time. 

HOLIDAY 
READING 

If you are looking for some 
book suggestions so that you 
can give a book to someone 
you love for the holidays, I 
have some recommendations 
for you.  Enjoy!  Sandy   

 

Your spouse or friend may 
appreciate any of the books 
from the Positive Discipline 
series by Jane Nelson.  You 
may even want to give this gift 
to yourself!  I would especially 
recommend Positive 
Discipline, Positive Discipline 
for Preschoolers, and Positive 
Time-Out and Over 50 Ways to 
Avoid Power Struggles in the 
Home and the Classroom.    
Carol and I recently attended 
an excellent Positive Discipline 
training and this topic will be 
the subject of our Spring 
Potluck and Parent Education 
meeting in May. 

A great book to get your child 
is What Do People Do All 
Day?, one of the Busytown 
books by Richard Scarry.  In 
April, both classes will be 
attending the Northwest 
Children’s Theater’s 
production of Busytown, which 

is an adaptation of this book. 

And finally, the Blue class will 
be reading lots of hilarious 
books by Robert Munsch 
during our December author 
study.  Ask your child about 
which ones she or he 
particularly loves and wrap up 
a few of those.    

Happy Holidays and Happy 
Reading!     

 HSP NEEDS! 
We will be creating Styrofoam 
masterpieces in the classroom 
in January.  Please start saving 
small to medium size (1 - 2 
feet) pieces of Styrofoam.   

We need a lot -- ask your 
friends and neighbors to collect 
them over the holidays.  We 
ask that you store them at your 
house, and we will collect them 
during the first week of 
January. 

Items we can reuse instead of 
throwing away: 
·  Pretty or unusual or textured 

paper ranging in size from 
about 4x6 to 8x10 

·  Small to medium Styrofoam 
pieces from about 1 to 3 feet 
in width and length 

·  Small jewelry-size gift boxes 
·  Left-over glittery garland 

from the holidays 
·  Old calendars with 

interesting art prints or nature 
photos 

·  Small electronics for Take-
Apart Station (i.e, clock 
radio, cd player) – please cut 
off cords and remove 
batteries  
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Personality Spotlight 

 
ELLIS AUSTIN 

My name is Ellis Emerson Austin. I am three years 
old and am in the Red class. I was born at the 
hospital. My family is Daddy Austin, Mommy 
Austin, Sylvia, and Stuart. My daddy does stuff; he 
hammers on wood. I like to ride bikes with my dad 
and play tickle monster. My mommy works and 
makes food. I like to go to Sylvia and Stuart’s 
school and play at the play structure with my 
mom. My pets are Daisy and Newman and 
Bubbles. I have a Winnie-the-Pooh night light. 

My favorite color is blue. My favorite foods are 
avocados with lemon on them, raisins, and 
Triscuits. My favorite toys are motorcycles, 
superheroes, and magna-tiles. My favorite stories 
are Clifford books and superhero books. My 
favorite song is Take Me Out to the Ball Game, 
Kookaburra, May All Children, and All the Pretty 
Horses. What I like best about school is the airport. 
When I grow up I am going to be Iron Man. 

 

Personality Spotlight 

 
GRADY GEE 

My name is Grady Gee. I am four years old and 
am in the Red class. I was born in Portland, 
Oregon. My family is Mom, Gavin and Dad. My 
daddy works for UPS. I like to go out of this world 
with dad. My mommy goes to work. I like to go to 
the gym and read books with mom. I don’t have 
any pets. 

My favorite color is blue. My favorite food is 
pancakes. My favorite toys are cars and Legos. My 
favorite story is We are Dolphins. My favorite 
song is Wheels on the Bus. What I like best about 
school is race cars and painting. When I grow up I 
will be 5 years old. 
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Personality Spotlight 

 

AUDREY DELAITTRE 
My name is Audrey. I am four years old and am in 
the Blue class. I was born in the hospital, the same 
place as my sister. My family is Amanda, John 
(daddy), Carla (mommy) and Audrey. My daddy 
goes to work in the pink building. I go there at 
Christmastime. He throws me in the air like a 
flying squirrel. My mom works, gives me hugs, 
and takes care of me. I like to do everything with 
my mom, like go to Oaks Park. I wish I had a pet 
bunny named Gabby. I like it when I am four. 

My favorite color is Christmas colors – red, white 
and green. My favorite foods are pasta, oranges, 
and pickles. My favorite toys are stuffed bunnies 
and my American Girl doll, Gabriella. My favorite 
story is The Foot Book. My favorite song is Mary 
Had a Little Lamb What I like best about school is 
doing the monkey bars. When I grow up I want to 
be an outer space person (an astronaut). I want to 
be going to see the moon! 

 

“The little sister was a duck  
and the big sister got surprised” 

Personality Spotlight 

 

JOAQUIN ALOMIA 
My name is Joaquin Mathias. I am four years old 
and am in the Blue class. When I was born, I was a 
baby mama rocked me in the chair. I came out of 
mama. My family is dada, Mama, Tutu, Mai Mai, 
Gui Gui, Papa, and Buzzy Buzz. My daddy works 
things, talks to people (realtor). I like to draw 
tricky things and play Boom with my dad. My 
mommy works too, right? I like to play spider ball 
soccer and make forts with mommy. My pets are 
Buzzy Buzz, my cat, first name Buzz Lightyear. 

My favorite color is red. My favorite foods are 
pizza and brie. My favorite toys are Flash, 
Spiderman, Superman, and Legos. My favorite 
story is Patrick Goes Swimming. My favorite song 
is Pumped Up Kicks. What I like best about school 
is playing outside with capes and reading books. I 
am not going to grow up for a long, long time. 
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FROM THE CHILDREN 
At circle time, girl is being encouraged to hold the hand of the boy next to her. 

"But he has a boy smell and I have a girl smell." 

 

Blue Boy participating in our birthday ritual of making a wish for the birthday child:  “I wish that 
everything  (name of birthday child) touched turned into a donut.” 

 

A Halloween quote.  A girl has just finished painting her own face. 

Mrs. Hazzard: "Are you being scary or silly today?" 

Child:  "No, I'm just a little cute today." 

 

Blue Girl speaking Blue Boy:  Are you going to marry me?   

Blue Boy:  No, I’m going to marry my mom or Mrs. Hodge. 

 

Child with completed artwork to Mrs. Hazzard: "Could you write my name for me?"    

Mrs. Hazzard: "Sure, tell me the letters." 

Child: "Hey! You already know my name!" 

 

Blue Boy about Granny Smith apple:  I like that Gramma kind.   

 

Child to Mrs. Hazzard: "I am learning to read.  I just sound the letters like SSSS and NNNN." 

 

Blue Girl talking about things we are thankful for:  I bet my family is thankful for me. 

(Mrs. Hodge’s editorial comment – Isn’t that the truth!) 

 

On our applesauce day the children were gathered as Mrs. Hazzard read the "recipe" for making 
applesauce.  When introducing the line "Put on your aprons," she said.  

"Sometimes we wear something special when we cook." 

Red girl pipes up: "Oh no, I forgot my bathing suit!" 

As we finished our chat and the children were resuming play and preparing to make applesauce, a boy 
announced: "I want to put on my bathing suit apron!” 


